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Arresting data 

on death of RFK 


THE ASSASSINATION OF ROB- 
ERT F. KENNEDY: A Search- 
ing Look at the Conspiracy and 
Cover-up, 1968-1978, by Jonn G. 
Christian and William W. Turn- 
er. 397 pp. ill. New York: Ran- 
dom House. $12.95. 

By FRANK J. CHERRY 

UrriHE IMPORTANT thing to 
jL know about assassina- 
tions/’ the Turkish police inspec- 
tor said in Eric Ambler's A Coffin 
(or DUuitrios, “is not who fired 
the gun, but who paid for the bul- 
lets.” 

Authors Jonn G. Christian and 
William W. Turner raise new and 
,, -serious questions about the June 
5, 1968, murder of Robert F. 
Kennedy. The doubt they cast on 
- the lone-assassin theory, if indeed 
. Sir ha n B. Sirhan did fire the fatal 
bullet, is compelling. 

... Christian, a journalist, and 
Turner, an ex-FBI special agent, 
believe Sirhan was a kind of 
“Manchurian Candidate” pro- 
grammed through hypnosis either 
to kill Kennedy or to divert atten- 
tion in the kitchen pantry of Los 
Angeles’ Ambassador Hotel while 
others did the job. 

Christian and Turner specifical- 
ly accuse the Los Angeles Police 
Department, whose “Special Unit 
Senator” investigators had CIA 
links, as well as the justice system 
in general, of actively covering up 
evidence of conspiracy. 


“It was a bit mind-boggling,” 
they write, “to think of liberal 
leaders (as was Kennedy, who had 
proclaimed victory in the Califor- 
nia Democratic presidential pri- 
mary only moments before he was 
shot) being knocked off by the 
radical left rather than the radi- 
cal right . . 

But since the public is perenni- 
ally haunted by Communist plot 
theories, “one effect . . . was to 
permit the LAPD to suppress evi- 
dence leading in the opposite 
direction.” 

What evidence was suppressed? 

Early on, speculation about the 
whereabouts of “The Girl in the 
Polka-Dot Dress” reached a fever 
pitch. She was the proverbial 
“mystery woman” reportedly 
seen with Sirhan by several wit- 
nesses at the hotel the night of the 
murder. Even Sirhan, who said he 
remombei*ed nothing of the shoot- 
ing before being overpowered and 
disarmed by the crowd, did recall 
being with a girl he’d met there. 
He had gone to the kitchen to get 
her a cup of coffee, he said. 

Yet, the LAPD discredited each 
witness, Christian and Turner say. 

Sirhan’s pistol could fire eight 
shots; yet the number of bullets 
that struck the pantry’s ceiling, 
walls, door jamb and swinging 
doors, plus the ones that struck 
Kennedy and at least one other, a 
newsman, added up to more than 
eight — 13, perhaps 15 holes in all. 
Original photographs made by the 
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LAPD and by the FBI tend to cor- 
roborate the authors’ contention 
that more than eight shots were 
fired. 

S IGNIFICANT PHYSICAL evi- 
dence (parts of a door jamb, 
for example) was destroyed by 
the LAPD even before Sirhan's 
appeal, Christian and Turner re- 
veal. Some of the holes, the Inves- 
tigators said, were caused by 
“protrusions” on serving carts. 

A ballistics hearing involving 
seven experts could not prove the 
fatal shots came from Sirhan’s 
pistol. Curious, the authors say, 
that the bore of his pistol was 
heavily leaded (witnesses placed 
him at a range the day before). 
The slugs in Kennedy’s body were 
copper-jacketed. Firing copper- 
jacketed bullets removes lcac| 
deposits. 

The post-mortem examination 
showed Kennedy was shot at close 
range from the rear; yet Sirhan 
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was facing Kennedy as the fatally 
wounded senator fell backward. 

Too many bullets and too many 
guns, the authors say. 

And wasn’t it strange that an 
evangelist, a former boxer wilh a 
wali-lo-wall rap sheet who admit- 
ted to having dealings with a 
young man lie presumed to be Sir- 
han the day before the assassina- 
tion, turned np in a Lincoln Conti- 
nental and flashing a wad of 25 to 
30 $1,000 bills? 

And wasn't it stranger still that 
the Rev. Jerry Owen’s brother, a 
trade-school instructor, had a 
secretary whose brother, Arthur 
Bremer, made an attempt on the 
life of former Alabama Gov, 
George Wallace? 

Headers who have had it up to 
here with conspiracy buffs will 
think twice before discounting this 
new, distill hlng cry from a wilder- 
ness of suspicion. 1 
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